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hour, when everything in the house hegan moving by a different
plan than his. Friends, acquaintances, relations, crowded forward;
especially all sorts of people who on such occasions use to gain
anything. They fetched and earned, they counted, wrote and
reckoned; some brought wine and meat, others ate and drank; and
none seemed busier than the women getting out the mournings.
" Such being the case, thou wilt not blame me that, in this
emergency, I likewise thought of my advantage. I made myself
as active, and as helpful to thy sister, as I could; and so soon as
it was anyway decorous, signified to her that it had now become
our business to accelerate a union, which our parents in their too
great circumspection had hitherto postponed.
"Do not suppose, however, that it came into our heads to take
possession of that monstrous empty house. We are more modest,
and more rational. Thou shalt hear our plan: thy sister, so soon
as we are married, comes to our house; and thy mother comes
along with her. 'How can that be?' thou wilt say; 'you have
scarcely room for yourselves in that hampered nest.' There lies the
art of it, my Mend! Good packing renders all things possible;
thou wouldst not believe what space one finds, when one desires
to occupy but little. The large house we shall sell; an oppor-
tunity occurs for this; and the money we shall draw for it will
produce a hundred-fold.
" I hope this meets thy views: I hope also thou hast not in-
herited the smallest particle of those unprofitable tastes for which
thy father and thy grandfather were noted. The latter placed his
greatest happiness in having about him a multitude of dull-look-
ing works of art, which no one, I may well say no one, could enjoy
with him; the former lived in a stately pomp, which he suffered
no one to enjoy with him. We mean to manage otherwise, and
we expect thy approbation.
" It is true, I myself in all the house have no place whatever
but the stool before my writing-desk; and I see not clearly where
they will be able to put a cradle down: but in return, the room
we shall have out of doors will be the more abundant. Coffee-
houses and clubs for the husband; walks and drives for the wife:
and pleasant country jaunts for both. But the chief advantage in
our plan is, that the round table being now completely filled, our
father cannot ask his friends to dinner, who the more he strove
lo entertain them, used to laugh at him the more.
" Now no superfluity for us !   Not too much furniture and

